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True, no doubt, it is that he held the forgiveness of pri-
vate enemies to be among the first of duties ; and he did
forgive the personal insults and barbarities that were
practised upon him. But the legalists, whose crime was
against the kingdom of God, the nation, and mankind, it
does not appear that he ever forgave. The words of
forgiveness uttered on the Cross refer simply to the Eoman
soldiers, for whom pardon is asked expressly on the ground
that they do not understand what they are doing. The
words may even contain distinct allusion to that other
class of criminals who did know what they were doing,
and for whom therefore the same prayer was not offered.
At least this interpretation suggests itself to one who
endeavours to discover from the expressions which he
dropped what was passing in Christ's mind during the
period of his sufferings. For those expressions indicate
that he was neither thinking of his murderers -with pity
and forgiveness nor yet turning his mind to other subjects,
but that he was brooding over their conduct with bitter
indignation. To the high priest he replied with a menace,
6 You shall see the Son of Man sitting on the right
hand of power.' To the women that followed weeping as
he was led to execution, he said,c Weep not for me, but
for yourselves and your children. For if they (the legalists)
do these things in the green tree, what shall be done in
the diy ?' And to Pilate he said (drawing precisely the
same distinction between the conduct of the Eomans and
that of the Jews which we conjecture to be implied in
the words, ' Father, forgive them, for they know not what
they do'),' You would have no authority at all against
me, were it not given you from above: therefore he who
delivers me to you has greater sin ;' meaning, apparently.